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Abstract Title - Mapping Art Practice as a Model for Pedagogical Transdisciplinarity 
 

Secondary Subject Field: Hinderance, difference and collaboration in pedagogy for 1st, 2nd or 3rd Level  
 
 
This paper considers how artists and creative practitioners who traverse institutional disciplinary 
boundaries within third level pedagogical frameworks negotiate the barriers of fixity within such 
institutions. The paper outlines how such practices might inform future routes towards ‘boundary 
work’ that allow for complexity to be addressed across disciplines.  
 
With integration of creativity cited as a future imperative in third level education, the ability of 
academic institutions to be porous and receptive to complex collaborations and disciplinary 
openness is in question. Artists are well placed to address this question, as many of Ireland’s art 
colleges are situated in Institutes of Technology, opening the potential for complex and creative 
cross-disciplinary collaborations. However, the resourcing of time and space necessary for such 
communities of practice to form depends on the willingness of institutions to provide such 
support.  
 
Through a synthesis of theories of transdisciplinarity and institutional critique, the research 
discussed in this paper maps hybrid art practices as models for pedagogical transdisciplinarity. 
By examining three different artistic approaches that have attempted to breach disciplinary 
barriers and perform boundary work, the paper will demonstrate that transdisciplinarity in artistic 
practices has the potential to expose and to challenge institutional barriers that hinder complex 
collaborations. 
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Gianna Tasha Tomasso is a visual artist, writer and researcher. 
 
Gianna’s research is focused in the area of visual, curatorial and instituent practices within the 
broad frame of ‘art’. A recipient of an MA scholarship at Limerick College of Art and Design 
(LIT), her research maps transdisciplinarity within the specialisation of Art and Design and 
across multiple disciplines at third level. By studying pre-existing creative collaborations within 
the localized context of LIT research clusters, the research assesses opportunities for a more 
integrated educational approach.  
 
More can be found on Gianna’s art practice at www.giannatashatomasso.com  
	


